
by DWIGHT CLARK, 
Bay Village City Council 
President

This 2020 year has 
been one for the ages, 
considering all we’ve 

experienced through the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
the many changes required 
in our daily routines. Work at 
the City of Bay Village is no 

exception, as City Adminis-
tration and City Council have 
adapted to the realities of this 
changing health landscape. 

Leadership has worked 
tirelessly to protect the 
health of our employees 
and residents, while the 
Administration and Council 
have adapted ways to run 
meetings remotely and effi-
ciently, with safety as the No. 

1 priority.
City leadership con-

tinues to make good on its 
promise to deliver positive 
changes to our residents on 
many different fronts. This 
includes work completed, 
currently underway and/
or on the drawing board 
through a variety of capital 
improvement projects. 

Over the past 18 months, 

our City pledged a commit-
ment to enhance many 
physical attributes in town, 
to enhance the following: 1.) 
local connectivity and access; 
2.) the quality of roads, bridg-
es and infrastructure; and 3.) 
improved recreational facili-
ties and municipal buildings. 
City Council continues to 
strongly endorse the Admin-
istration’s go-forward plan 
to improve these elements 
through approval of a com-
prehensive and aggressive 
city-wide capital improve-
ment plan.
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BHS Key Club 
distributes voting 
door hangers
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by KAREN DONNELLY, LWV Project 
Coordinator 

The Bay High School Key Club has over 110 
members volunteering to distribute door 
hangers to the residents of Bay Village 

during the start of October.

The door hangers were provided by the Bay 
Village Chapter of the League of Women Voters 
and were designed by chapter member Tara 
Wendell to give city residents information on 
voting by mail and in person voting.  The hang-
ers also direct residents to the League’s election 
information website, Vote411.org. Vote411 is an 
excellent site to get nonpartisan information 
on civic candidates, judicial candidates, issues, 
voter registration and links to various other sites 
with election information. A good voter is an 
informed voter.

BHS junior Angelica Jameson,  LWV Door 
Hanger Distributions Project Chairperson 
and Key Club Vice President, counts out 
door hangers to be distributed.
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Ballot Information: 
Pages 4-5

by ROBERT ROZBORIL

The Westlake Recreation 
Center invites Westlake 
residents to enter their 

creatively carved or decorated 
pumpkin for a chance to win 
fun prizes.

Entries will be displayed 
alongside the scarecrows from 
Oct. 26 through Halloween. All 
pumpkins must be dropped 
off to the Rec Center from Oct. 
23 to Oct. 26.

Rules, guidelines and a 
list of award categories will 
be provided upon registra-
tion. Participants can register 
in person at the Rec Center 
or online at webtrac.cityof-
westlake.org. Entry fees are as 
follows: one pumpkin, $5; two 
pumpkins, $9; three pumpkins 
(max), $12. 

The Great Pumpkin 
Decorating Contest

After a long delay due to restrictions on indoor gatherings, the Bay Village Com-
munity Council finally presented Richard Gash with his Citizen of the Year award 
at an outdoor reception Sept. 24 at the Bay Boat Club. Mayor Paul Koomar read 

a proclamation in honor of Gash, a 48-year resident and leader of the Bay Sea Scouts.
 Several Scouts – Norah and Zak Hamil and Jennie Koomar – gave presentations 

about the dedication Gash shows for his students. The Bay Village Garden Club prepared 
a nautical-themed floral arrangement for the honoree.

Bay Citizen Bay Citizen 
of the Year of the Year 
honoredhonored

Bay Village continues forward 
with public improvements

FREE TO READ! FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story online by Oct. 16 at wbvobserver.com
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by ROBERT ROZBORIL

The City of Westlake’s Engi-
neer ing  Depar tment 
received an award from the 

American Council of Engineering 
Companies this summer for its 
work on the Dover Ditch Basin.

The project took more than 100 
residents out of the flood plain in 

Westlake and North Olmsted.
The project lowered the 100-

Year Floodplain 30 inches, which 
eliminated the need for flood 
insurance for homes in the Bretton 
Woods development and elsewhere.

Numerous organizations con-
tributed to the project’s execution, 
which entailed nearly 10 years of 
planning and labor. 

Westlake Engineering Dept. recognized for Dover Ditch Basin project

The Dover Ditch Basin.

End of Summer in Bay 
Village Rose Garden
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Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by,  for 
and about the residents of Westlake and Bay Village,  
providing perspectives and information about topics 
and events in our community. The mission of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve 
and energize the community through the participation 
of the 1,100+ community volunteers. All Westlake and 
Bay Village residents are invited to participate.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, 
photos and events.                                      

All content should be submitted through the online 
Member Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent 
to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full contact 
information. 

Business promotional articles will not be published. 
Contact us for advertising rates.

QUESTIONS? Contact: staff@wbvobserver.com or 
440-409-0114

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of 
the Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.

PRODUCTION OFFICE
451 Queenswood Drive
Bay Village, Ohio 44140

440-409-0114 

Copyright ©2020 The Westlake | Bay Village Observer. 
All rights reserved. 

Any reproduction is forbidden without written 
permission.
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Tired of Paying Retail 
for Custom Framing?

SKYSHORE CUSTOM FRAMING 
Westlake • Pick-up & Delivery • 18 Years Experience
Call or Text Lysa at 440-610-2728

Tired of Paying Retail 
Custom Framing  Prices?? 

Skyshore    
Custom Framing 

Westlake, Ohio 
Pick up and Delivery Available 

18 Years of Experience 
Call or text  440-610-2728 

This was a major undertaking for 
the Key Club, requiring them to map 
out routes, create teams, count out 
door hangers, and distribute over 6,500 
hangers while practicing social distanc-
ing. We should all commend them on 
this effort to promote voter education 
in our city.

Key Club is a global organization, 
sponsored by the Bay Village Kiwanis, 
for high school students with members 
in 38 countries. Their goal is to provide 
members with the opportunity to serve, 
build character and develop leader-
ship skills. They participate in many 
projects, including The Thirst Project, 
which raises money for clean water 
wells in South Africa; Fill This House 
to provide basic household needs for 
teens leaving foster care; and, in con-
junction with Kiwanis, many commu-
nity events such as Christmas Tree sales 
and Bay Days.

The clubs are self-governing with 
an advisor. Bay High’s advisor, Anita 
Bauknecht, counts membership this 
year at over 140 students. Any high 
school students wishing to join this 
service organization may do so by con-
tacting Mrs. Bauknecht at Bay High. The 

League of Women Voters is a nonpar-
tisan political membership organiza-
tion. We encourage informed and active 
participation in government, work to 
increase understanding of major public 
policy issues and influence public policy 
through education and advocacy. To 
donate to the League’s efforts or join as 
member, email Bay Chapter chair Jane 
Blackie, jane.blackie@gmail.com. 

BHS senior McKenna Mandarine, a 
4-year Key Club member, distributes 
door hangers with voting information.
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Since spring 2019, Mayor Paul 
Koomar, Service Director Jon Liskovec 
and their respective teams, supported 
by Bay Village City Council, have collec-
tively initiated, successfully completed 
or are in the process of finishing many 
public improvement additions to our 
fine city. To name a few, these include:
• New tennis, pickleball and basketball 

courts at Reese Park;
• Playground improvements and new 

equipment at Bradley Park;
• Significant renovations at the Dwyer 

Senior Center; a slope stabilization 
project at Rose Hill, coupled with 
internal building improvements;

• Transformative physical upgrades to 
the Community House, which now 
houses our Recreation Department;

• Completion of the Lake Road and 
Queenswood bridge projects; instal-
lation of the new Columbia Road 
culvert with bridge/grading/paving 
components;

• A new and state-of-the-art pump 
installation at the Huntington Lift 
Station;

• Conversion of all city traffic signals to 
LED technology;

• Reconstruction of the transfer ramp 
at the Service Garage;

• A long-awaited utility and street 
pavement improvement project in 
the Sunset Drive area;

• Addition of Zoom technology in City 
Council chambers for Council and 
Commission meetings;

• Installation of pedestrian cross-
ing lights on Lake Road at both 
Cahoon Park and Columbia Road 
intersections;

• Engineering now underway for a 
bridge to span Cahoon Creek to con-
nect sections of Cahoon Park, and 
for replacement of the Ashton Road 
bridge;

• Grading and paving of two new trails 
(the Cahoon Basin Trail and Cahoon 
Walking Trail connecting Cahoon 
Park to Bay Point); and

• Numerous street paving projects 
throughout various areas of the city.

More positive, visible improve-
ments are now planned and scheduled 
to take place in the foreseeable future. 
Ground has been broken and construc-
tion is underway for new attached 
residential housing at Bay Creek, in 
partnership with Liberty Development. 
Substantial renovations to the Knick-
erbocker Apartments should be com-
pleted by this year’s end. Construction 
of the new Bay Village library is antici-
pated in 2021. Currently in process 
one can see restroom, food service and 
grounds improvements at Huntington 
Reservation. Finally, there’s the Bay 
Point lake access improvement initia-
tive, currently in the planning stages.

As a team, we’ll continue to col-
laborate and look for ways to improve 
the quality of life and safety for our 
residents and those guests who visit 
Bay Village. Our future plans continue 
to take shape, and know city leaders 
will ensure a balanced commitment to 
reviewing and refining what is best for 
the public over time.

In closing, each of us remains 
individually committed to being 
strong stewards of the city’s financial 
resources, taking every opportunity 
to enhance our community’s physical 
stock and increase its visible appeal, 
all while maintaining the beauty and 
quality of life in Bay Village. 

IMPROVEMENTS            
from front page    

Thank you 
  St.Jude 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.
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by JOHN HORTON

Drive-thru and walk-up COVID-19 testing 
will be offered Thursday, Oct. 15, at the 
Westshore Campus of Cuyahoga Com-

munity College (Tri-C) through a partnership with 
Care Alliance Health Center. 

Testing will take place 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. It is 

available to Tri-C students, faculty and staff, as well 
as community residents. Testing will rotate between 
Tri-C campuses every Thursday through Nov. 19. 

The program offers testing to individuals 
regardless of their symptom status, insurance 
status or ability to pay. Individuals will not be 
charged for the test. 

No appointment is necessary. Testing will be 
done on a first-come, first-served basis. Wests-
hore Campus is located at 31001 Clemens Road 
in Westlake. Visit tri-c.edu/covidtest or call 216-
317-1250 for more information. 

Individuals can also call to schedule testing 
appointments at the Care Alliance Central Clinic, 
located at 2916 Central Ave. in Cleveland. 

Tip to  
Reduce 
Consider what will 
happen to an item 
once you’re done  
with it. Reduce  
waste by avoiding 
single-use items like 
straws, plastic cups 
and utensils.

PAPER 
& BOXES 
Flatten 
Cardboard.

PLASTIC 
BOTTLES  
& JUGS
Empty and Rinse.
Replace Cap.

CANS 
Empty and Rinse.

CARTONS 
Empty and Rinse.
Replace Cap.

GLASS 
BOTTLES 
& JARS
Empty and Rinse.

Recycle 
Better,  
Recycle 
Right 
in Cuyahoga County,
include only these items:

COVID-19 testing 
at Tri-C Westshore 
on Oct. 15

by PETE CANEPA

St. Ladislas Knights of Columbus Council 
16373 received multiple recognitions at 
Ohio’s Knights of Columbus and Supreme 

Convention earlier this year, among them the No. 
1 ranking of Ohio’s Knights of Columbus councils.

“These awards are the result of a growing 
group of men who are truly putting their faith in 
action,” says Bud Tetzlaff, Council 16373 finan-
cial secretary. “In only our fifth year, and one of 
the smallest councils in Ohio, to earn Five Star 
Council and Number One in the State of Ohio is 
very, very special. Five Star Council was earned by 
less than 1% of over 17,000 councils worldwide.”

The St. Lads Knights of Columbus garnered 
multiple awards of recognition:
• Cleveland Diocese Recognized Youth of the Year
• State of Ohio Gold Award

• State of Ohio Division 4, Best Community Pro-
gram Activity: Teenage Family Assistance

• State of Ohio Best Life Program Activity: Mat-
thew’s Lending Library

• State of Ohio Division 4, 1st Place Overall Council
• State of Ohio Statewide 1st Place Overall Council
• Five Star Council – Supreme’s highest award 

for programs, membership & charitable giving
From the moment of their founding in 

1882, charity has been the first principle of the 
Knights of Columbus. They are Catholic men 
of faith and men of charitable action. Money 
raised from their events go directly from the 
Knights to the numerous charities such as 
Alzheimer’s Association, Special Olympics, 
The Blessing House, Womankind, Faith House, 
Youth Challenge, Matthew’s Lending Library, 
St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital and the City of 
Children Orphanage. 

Westlake Knights receive top honors in the state

Knights of Columbus Westlake Council 16373

by NANCY HEATON

Autumn is a beautiful 
season to pause and 
reconnect with nature 

and do something kind for 
yourself, something we all could 
use right about now. Beginning 
this fall, BAYarts launches a new 
series which combines hands-
on crafts in a peaceful, mindful 
environment, connecting to 
nature and enjoying the compa-
ny of new and old friends. The 
workshops will be facilitated 
by Bay Village resident Alison 
McKim, whose recent Equinox 
Meditation on BAYarts’ campus 
was an immediate sellout and 
a memorable evening for all 
who attended (next up: a Blue 
Moon Mediation on Halloween 
Night!).

Beginning this fall on Satur-
day afternoons, workshops will 

include guided meditations and 
mindfulness combined with 
creative, hands-on nature-
based activities such as nature 
mandalas, making fire cider, 
corn husk dolls, herbal smudge 
sticks and autumn centerpieces. 
The workshops will be held 
outdoors or next to the wood-

burning fireplace in the play-
house depending on weather. 
In addition to these workshops, 
BAYarts will be offering yoga 
and meditation programming 
for all ages this fall and winter. 

Alison is certified in 
Embodied Cognition, yoga (Siv-
ananda) and is an Ecoregional 
Herbalist; most recently, she 
was the Ecotherapist at Univer-
sity Hospitals Rainbow Babies & 
Children’s Hospital and Cleve-
land Botanical Garden. She 
offers classes that focus on the 
art of self-care, mindfulness, 
and deep connection to nature 
believing that nature is our 
greatest source of healing – and 
what better place than BAYarts 
for her to share her gifts? Classes 
are limited in size and masks 
are required in all Cleveland 
Metroparks buildings. More 
information at bayarts.net. 

Connect at BAYarts’ new fall workshops
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Dare to be the LIGHT!
Livestream service, Sunday, 11:00 a.m.

A positi ve path for spiritual living

             Inclusive Spiritual Community. Affi  rmati ve Prayer. 
                        Livestream Meditati on and Classes. 
                 23855 Detroit Ave., Westlake, OH, 440-835-0400
                               www.unityspiritualcenter.com

27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440 ) 871-3234   |    KnickerbockerApartments.us

❧ 62 & Older
❧  Pet Friendly
❧  E�ciencies & 1 Bedrooms
❧ Senior Transportation Available
❧  Independent Living
❧  Resident Activities
❧ A�ordable Shopping Nearby
❧  On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager
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Westlake/North Olmsted Chapter
Visit us on Facebook,
LWVGC WestShore

GO EARLY & OFTEN 
TO www.VOTE411.org

for information on Cuyahoga 
County candidates and issues

Westlake Charter Amendments: Pros and Cons
by the Westlake/North Olmsted Chapter of the 
League of Women Voters of Greater Cleveland

In keeping with its mission to provide citizens with 
nonpartisan information about candidates and ballot 
issues, the Westlake/North Olmsted Chapter of the 

League of Women Voters of Greater Cleveland offers the 
following pro and con arguments for the proposed char-
ter amendments that will be on the Nov. 3 ballot for the 
city of Westlake. See your ballot or visit vote411.org for 
complete statements of each ballot issue.
Issue 56: Gender-neutral terminology
PRO: Brings charter up-to-date and encourages gender 
equity in the city’s operations.
CON: Does not address gender variance/identity as 
directly as may be ideal.
Issue 57: Mayoral appointments and responsibility
PRO: Consistent with 2010 Charter Amendment making 
the Law Director an elected, rather than appointed, 
position.
CON: Redundant. It is already codified that the Law 
Director is elected rather than appointed.
Issue 58: Acting mayor provisions
PRO: Adds specificity to mayoral replacements and 
mayoral elections; reduces signature requirements for 

mayoral candidates.
CON: Reduces citizen awareness of interested mayoral 
candidates; overly specific about reasons for special 
and run-off elections.
Issue 59: Council meeting time
PRO: Codifies a Council President responsibility that 
has been informally practiced.  Provides Council with 
more flexibility in meeting times.
CON: Establishes a single authority for meeting time 
decisions that could be more collegial.
Issue 60: Electronic notifications
PRO: By broadening notifications, may provide wider 
awareness by citizens of proposed changes.
CON: Does not specify that such postings meet specific 
timelines.
Issue 61: Additions to charter departments
PRO: Codifies departmental organization that is cur-
rently in use.
CON: Requires future charter amendments to alter the 
departmental structure.
Issue 62: Establishing Board of Building and Zoning 
Appeals    
PRO: Combines related activities into the responsi-
bilities of a single board and specifies appointment 
conditions.

CON: Reduces number of citizens participating in city 
affairs; permits delayed appointments, thus limiting 
turnover.
Issue 63: Law director qualifications
PRO: Codifies requirements and electoral arrangements 
for Director of Law position. Ensures that candidates 
have recent experience.
CON: Does not require municipal law experience.  
Reduces citizen awareness of persons who seek the 
position of Director of Law.
Issue 64: Renewal levy for Police and Fire Depart-
ments
PRO: Provides continuing funds that are important to 
the police and fire departments.
CON: May not ensure that additional expenses can be 
managed within budget for the five-year period.  
Issue 65: Petition signature requirements    
PRO: Eases the process for citizens desiring to run for 
the specified offices.
CON: May reduce citizen awareness of the persons who 
are interested in elective office.
Issue 66: Charter Review Commission changes
PRO: Increases citizen participation and elevates the 
group’s importance to the city.
CON: Reduces mayoral appointment power. 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

by JENNIFER HARTZELL

In typical 2020 fashion, when it seems 
that everything that can go wrong 
will, my 20-year-old gas lawnmower 

finally had its last grass cutting. Honestly, 
I’m not too sad about it. I don’t love that 
we have to spend money on a new one, 
but it provided me an opportunity to buy 
an electric one!  

I have written about environmen-
tally friendly mowers in the past, but 
never had any personal experience. I 
researched and read blogs about differ-
ent options. There are two main brands 
that get the best reviews in the electric/
battery powered lawnmower world: Ego 
and Greenworks. There are other brands 
out there that have great reviews, but 
I found that these two seem to be the 
major players. I decided on the Ego brand 
based on the size of my yard and how 
long I need the battery to last for one 
cutting.

Why is this so important to me? 

When I wrote about eco-friendly mowers 
a couple of years ago, I learned that 800 
million gallons of gasoline a year is used 
to fill mowers. Lawn mowers are also 
responsible for up to 5% of the nation’s 
air pollution. Furthermore, the EPA esti-
mates that 17 million gallons of fuel are 
accidentally spilled each year by people 
refilling them. I have to say, no matter 
how incredibly careful I was while refill-
ing mine, I always spilled a little (and felt 
really guilty about it).

Of course, after all of my research 
into purchasing a new mower, once I 
finally decided on the Ego brand and 
model I wanted, it was out of stock every-
where for at least three weeks. However, 
I did luck out when I saw my neighbor 
out mowing.

I knew he has had an electric, bat-
tery powered mower for a few years but 
I did not know he had the exact brand 
I had just ordered! I asked him about it 
and he offered to let me use it when he 
was finished. He charged the battery for 

about 30 minutes, which is all it takes to 
get the battery full again, and I used it.

What a difference! It is so much qui-

eter (I didn’t need the volume on my ear 
buds at full blast!) and there’s no pulling 
a cord (while almost dislocating your 
shoulder) to get the motor going. You 
simply just pull in the lever towards the 
handle and it starts.

It’s also much easier to push and 
maneuver around the yard because it’s 
much lighter than a gas mower. And my 
favorite part, it folds up so you can store 
it against the wall in your garage!  

I have not received my mower yet, 
but I have a photo of my neighbor’s here. 
(He’s excited his mower will be “famous” 
after appearing in the paper! Ha ha!) If 
and when you are in the market for a 
new lawnmower, I urge you to research 
the electric ones on the market. I’m 
certain you will be able to find one that 
meets your needs and you will be happy 
because your lawn will look fantastic, 
you won’t have to keep filling a gas can to 
store extra fuel, your ears won’t be dam-
aged from the noise, and your shoulder 
will stay intact because there’s no cord-
pulling!

And the biggest benefit, you won’t be 
breathing in the fumes and there will not 
be fumes released into the atmosphere 
either. The earth will thank you. 

Using an electric lawnmower can 
help reduce air pollution – and 
shoulder strain!

A new lawnmower for me
THE GREEN REPORT
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1. Education Funding: I have been advocating for a review and change to the current school 
funding formula. I am a co-sponsor on the most comprehensive school funding bill in years, 
the Cupp-Patterson Bill.

Earlier this year, I hosted a Townhall meeting in Westlake, in which the two sponsors, 
Representatives Cupp and Patterson, were in attendance. At that event, they outlined their 
program and answered questions from those in attendance.

Additionally, I have signed on to an amendment that is included in the current state 
operating budget that would guarantee every school district an minimum funding level that is 
significantly higher than the funding most of our local districts are receiving..

2. Redistricting: I supported, and voted for Concurrent Resolution that became the Issue 1 
referendum a few years ago that provided for an Ohio constitutional amendment that provided 
for the current redistricting protocols that will be utilized in drawing the new district maps in 
2022.

As State Representatives, we are sworn to support the constitution of the United States 
of America and the State of Ohio. With this said, it is incumbent upon us to support our 
oath and provide the oversight required to ensure that the provisions contained in the Ohio 
Constitution, the Issue 1 provisions, are complied with by engaging in and providing input, 
guidance and review of the recommendations of the reapportionment process.

I fully expect that the provisions in the Ohio Constitution will be adhered to.

Ohio House and Senate Candidates
Voter Guide 2020 

DAVE GREENSPAN (R)
Age: 55

Education: Bachelor of Science, Accounting and Business 
Administration Troy University, Troy, Alabama 1988

Current Employer: Green Elk Consulting Services, LLC and the 
State of Ohio

Residence municipality: Westlake

Campaign Website: GreenspanForOhio.com

Campaign Phone: 440-835-3820

Ohio House District 16 comprises Bay Village, Westlake, Rocky River, Fairview Park, and North Olmsted. Representatives serve 2-year terms.

1. Education Funding: Ohio’s school funding formula has been considered unconstitutional since 
an Ohio Supreme Court ruling in 1996 ordered state government to “enact a constitutional school-
funding system.” Our state’s school funding formula still relies mainly on local property taxes, which 
continues to create an unconstitutional and unacceptable per-student funding gap. The proposed 
Cupp-Patterson bill is an improvement I’d support, as it attempts to address some of this. But it still 
allows almost all of the nearly $2,000 gap between the best-funded schools and the lowest-funded 
schools in the state to persist, which is unacceptable. We must devote more of the state budget 
toward direct funding of public schools. Every school district should receive adequate and equitable 
educational resources based on the needs of the student population, the goals set by the state, and 
the amount of local funding that can be provided to help meet those needs. Ohio’s EdChoice voucher 
program undermines these goals.

2. Redistricting: As the ACLU points out on their blog, “The answer to partisan gerrymandering... is 
to create districts that reflect and respond to voters’ choices. There are clear, neutral ways to do that.” 
Thanks Ohio’s law promoting fair districts, which was championed by League of Women Voters and 
passed in 2018, Ohio established new procedures and standards which promote bipartisan collaboration. 
Our legislature must ensure that these standards are utilized and not undermined while drawing new 
congressional and state legislative district boundaries. Between now and January 2021, when the new 
law goes into effect, Ohio legislators have an opportunity to support the spirit and letter of the law by not 
proposing other legislation or policies as an obstruction. Under the new law, our legislature must adopt 
a 10-year congressional redistricting plan with 60 percent of members in each chamber voting in favor, 
including half of the members of each party. I will support fair districting at the statehouse.

MONIQUE T. SMITH (D)
Age: 44

Education: BA, Political Science - The Ohio State University

Current Employer: Candidate for State Representative

Residence municipality: Fairview Park

Campaign Website: MoniqueSmithForStateRep.com

Campaign Phone: 216-956-8449

OHIO HOUSE, DISTRICT 16

1. Education Funding: Specifically, I will work to pass the fair funding amendment that 
guarantees every public school receives as a minimum from the State, the same amount private 
and parochial schools receive in auxiliary funding. I support most vouchers be income-based 
and paid for by the State.

2. Redistricting: I supported SJR 5 which creates the new transparent bipartisan plan to draw 
districts. I won’t vote for any plan that does not follow the new requirements.

MATT DOLAN (R)
Age: 55

Education: Gilmour Academy, Boston College, Case Western 
Reserve University School of Law

Current Employer: The State of Ohio

Residence municipality: Chagrin Falls

Campaign Website: ElectMattDolan.com

Facebook: electmattdolan

Ohio Senate District 24 is in the shape of a smile around the county’s outer-ring suburbs. It comprises 28 communities including House 
Districts 6, 7, and 16. Senators serve 4-year terms.

1. Education Funding: We need to ensure that every child has the opportunity to receive a quality K-12 
education no matter their zip code, socioeconomic status, or race. A state’s tax code should reflect its 
priorities. Continuing to create tax loopholes and breaks for certain groups leaves fewer resources to 
fund the programs that matter most, landing Ohio in the bottom half of states in education. In 2019, 
the district 24 state senator used his leadership position to strip millions of dollars from Orange City 
Schools to benefit a small group of property owners, not solving the problem for the rest of Ohioans. 
Addressing the over-reliance on property taxes one community at a time is not how we fix public school 
funding. House Bill (HB) 305 seeks to overhaul the funding formula with input from many groups. I 
support the efforts to refine HB305 to end the unconstitutional funding of K-12 schools. The current 
system pits public schools against private schools for funding and with unequal accountability.

2. Redistricting: The voters in Ohio passed an issue on the 2018 ballot to put an end to gerrymandered 
districts. The Ohio Constitution now includes Amendment XI outlining the bipartisan redistricting 
process. The legislature will still hold control over approval of the map following the 2020 census. The new 
rules require 50 percent support from members of each of the two major political parties. If that fails, the 
work will be turned over to a seven-member commission of statewide elected officials and appointees 
from the legislature. But the commission cannot approve a new map without at least two votes from each 
party. If that fails, the legislature could approve a new map without any minority support, but that new 
map would be good for only four years - instead of ten - and added requirements like compact districts 
and limits on county splits would be imposed. I support this process and will identify commission 
candidates who represent the intent of voters and ensure the added requirements are met.

TOM JACKSON (D)
Age: 56

Education: State University of New York, Oswego

Current Employer: Leverity Insurance Group

Residence municipality: Solon

Campaign Website: TomJacksonForOhio.com

Facebook: tomforohio

OHIO SENATE, DISTRICT 24

This Voter Guide is published as a service to voters by the League of Women Voters of Greater Cleveland, Bay Village Chapter in partnership with the Westlake | Bay Village Observer. 
The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political membership organization that encourages informed and active participation in government. Learn more: www.LWVGreaterCleveland.org.

Questions were selected by the League of Women Voters and candidates were given 1,000-character limits. Candidates’ responses are printed verbatim.
The League of Women Voters and the Westlake | Bay Village Observer do not endorse any candidates for any offices. We neither endorse nor reject any views quoted in this Voter Guide.

All candidates were posed six questions 
by the League of Women Voters of Greater 
Cleveland. Responses to two of the 
questions are printed here; the full Voter 
Guide is available online at vote411.org.

Questions: 

1. What changes in tax, formula funding, and voucher policies would you advocate to reduce 
reliance on local property taxes to fund public education?

2. What will you do to ensure implementation of voter-approved redistricting reforms?
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by JEFF BING

When we last met, I had predicted 
the Browns would boldly go 
where few Browns teams had 

gone before: a winning record after 8 
games – albeit by the slimmest of margins.

The question becomes: will it contin-
ue? One can only hope so after the horrid 
post-season playoff showing by the Tribe 
against the Yankees, so let’s focus on any-
thing with a potentially happy conclu-
sion, shall we?

Continuing with my picks from the 
previous issue ...

9.) Sunday, Nov. 15 vs. Houston: 
The Texans are not as good as they used 
to be, but probably not as bad as their 
record would suggest. The Browns had 
two weeks to think about their loss to 
the Raiders, and that creates some com-
petitive fire in the Browns’ locker room. 
They come out and play their best game 
of the season, beating the Texans, 30-10. 
At 5-3-1, Jimmy Haslam floats the idea of 
erecting a statue of himself. Dee acciden-
tally fractures her hip when she doubles 
over in laughter.

10.) Sunday, Nov. 22 vs. Eagles: Philly 
shouldn’t be as bad as they seem, so it 
could be a potential “trap” game. I can’t 
see the Browns losing this one; then 
again, I couldn’t see the Indians’ pitching 
staff giving up 22 runs in 2 games, either, 
so what do I know? Browns win in spite 
of me, 33-24. Browns, incredibly enough, 
stand at 6-3-1. Jimmy wants to let the fans 
into FirstEnergy, because “they deserve 
it.” Dee wants Jimmy committed, because 
“he deserves it.”

11.) Sunday, Nov. 29 @ Jacksonville: 
This is the 3rd consecutive week the 
Browns play an inferior opponent. Can 
they win three consecutive games against 
teams they should beat? Logic says yes. 
History says absolutely not. What the hey; 
chalk up a 3rd consecutive victory, 33-21.

12.) Sunday, Dec. 6 @ Tennessee: 
Uh-oh, it’s December, and the Browns 
somehow always manage to lower the 
bar when the temperature drops. It prob-
ably has something to do with the fact 
that their season is over before Hallow-
een most years. Let’s add another uh-oh 
because the Browns play the Titans, 
who save their best for the Browns. 

Even though the game is in Tennessee, 
the Browns look like they have frostbite 
anyway and get smoked, 38-21. Thinking 
there’s a connection, Jimmy bans cold 
cuts from all postgame meals. Thinking 
there’s a connection, Dee bans Jimmy 
from watching cartoons on Saturday 
mornings. Browns still sitting pretty at 
7-4-1.

13.) Monday, Dec. 14 vs. Ravens: 
It’s Monday night and it’s the Browns vs. 
the team that totally stomped them in 
the season opener. The Browns feel like 
bad dudes, having won three of their last 
four and all. Unfortunately, the only thing 
“bad” that carries over to the game is the 
team’s performance, and the Ravens kick 
the Browns’ behinds once again, 38-22, 
and Browns slip to 7-5-1. Playoff chances, 
now not as secure as they were a couple 
of weeks earlier, drive Jimmy to pursue 
a motivational speaker for the team. 
Dee informs Jimmy that the Bose Wave 
SoundTouch IV isn’t quite the motivation 
the team needs.

14.) Sunday, Dec. 20 @ NY Giants: 
After the Monday night beatdown, the 
Browns need a lift. Fortunately for them, 

they get exactly that in the form of one of 
the worst teams in the NFL. The Giants, 
on their way to a Cleveland-like 3-13 
record, are hapless hosts, and the Browns 
clean up 41-17. After the game, Jimmy 
wishes out loud, “If only the Browns could 
play New York again...”

15.) Sunday, Dec. 27 @ NY Jets: In 
what Jimmy perceives as a Christmas 
“miracle,” the Browns indeed play New 
York again, only this time it’s the Jets. In 
spite of the fact that the uniforms and 
logos are different, Jimmy remains con-
vinced he now possesses Nostradamus-
like powers, especially when the Browns 
beat the Jets by the same score they beat 
the Giants, 41-17. Jimmy toys with the 
idea of selling the team and joining the 
circus. Dee encourages him to do so. Now, 
at 9-5-1, the Browns can clinch a playoff 
birth with a victory the last week of the 
season.

16.) Sunday, Jan. 3 vs. Steelers: It’s 
a new year, but does it matter? In the 
biggest game the Browns have played in 
years, the Browns edge their rival 16-13 
for their first playoff birth since Butch 
Davis coached them in 2002. The 10-5-1 
record earns the Browns a game against 
the New England Patriots.

We’ll save that prediction for when 
the time comes...

Enjoy the ride, folks! 

Season of great expectations: Year 22 (Part 2)
SPORTING VIEWS

by VICTOR RUTKOSKI

Oct. 1 brings in the new Kiwanis year 
and Westlake Kiwanis installed 
Kevin Walker as their president for 

2020-2021 year. Doing the installation was 
Robert Clancy, former Division 14 Lt. Gover-
nor. Kevin takes over for outgoing President 
Ray Budoi.

Walker laid out his agenda for the 
coming Kiwanis year, hoping to connect 
with the local community and to continue 
to serve the children of Westlake. Please 
consider joining the Westlake Kiwanis to help serve the youth of 
Westlake.

Kevin, his wife and three children live in Avon. Kevin is the 
president and founder of Great Lakes Property and Investment in 
Westlake. Kevin is also the Avon High School girls tennis coach.

Kevin’s theme for the coming year is “Honor the past while 
embracing the future.” 

Westlake Kiwanis install 
new president

Kevin Walker, new 
Westlake Kiwanis 
president.

by DIANA PI, M.D.

Three years ago, Kevin, 58, was diagnosed 
with lymphoma. During a swim prac-
tice, he was suddenly out of breath. 

Tests showed blood clots in his lungs and pre-
cancerous changes in his blood. Later that year, 
he woke up with banana-sized lymph nodes on 
his neck. The pre-cancerous blood had trans-
formed to lymphoma. He underwent chemo; 

for two recurrences, a bone marrow trans-
plant, then immunotherapy. The last treat-
ment ended two months ago.

Through the ups and downs, he’s handled 
himself – and us (family, friends and acquain-
tances) with equanimity. I’m humbled by what 
I’ve learned from him.

On living with lymphoma:
Kevin: Maintaining normalcy is para-

mount.
He continued to work. Took his laptop to 

chemo. Distraction helps. The treatments tire 
him out, during and for weeks afterwards, but 
he shows up for swim practices.  

During the first round of chemo, he got 
married (planned before the diagnosis). The 
doctors timed it so he could marry during the 
beginning of the cycle when he was less sick. 
During the chemo-free week, he went on his 
honeymoon. Kevin remembers ripping off the 
anti-nausea patch, putting a suit on, running 
to his wedding.

On unsolicited advice:
Kevin: “Thank you, I’ll look into that.” But 

he’s not about to turn into a vegetarian or vegan. 
More importantly, he’s never done an internet 
search for information – be it prognosis, staging, 
alternative treatments. Kevin: “[I] don’t know 
what’s good and bad information out there. I 
trust my doctor. He will tell me what I need to 
know.”

On people:
Some were shocked. Not knowing what 

to say, they’re uncomfortable, try to change 
subjects.

“All you have to say,” he suggests: “Hey, 
Kevin, I’m there for you.”

But don’t ask, “Why do you get it?”
Kevin: “I don’t know ‘why me?’ I don’t think 

‘woe me.’ Somedays I want to talk about it; 
somedays I don’t. It can be exhausting.” People 
can “listen more.”

Another thing people should avoid saying: 
“I know what you’re feeling.”

He read a blog by a career oncology nurse, 
a colorectal cancer survivor, titled “Dear Every 
Cancer Patient I Ever Took Care Of, I’m Sorry. I 
Didn’t Get It.” People think they know, want to 
relate, know somebody else with cancer. Kevin: 
“If you’ve never been diagnosed with cancer 
and had chemo – you don’t know.”

On nice things people do:
Giving him rides without asking any 

questions.
And the nicest thing: A random text mes-

sage that says “How are you feeling today?”
Kevin: “You know people are thinking 

about you.”
On supporting his family:
When he got married, he assigned financial 

and health powers of attorney.
What helps his wife and children – his 

trust in his doctors reassures them more than 
anything else. Kevin: “I believe in my doctors. 
[When] they tell me there’s a recurrence, they 
always have a plan … I can do this.” His health 
team is proactive in contacting his insurance 
company to approve tests and treatments, 
signed him up for clinical trials.

He hopes his children have learned one 
thing: “Always, always, always have health 
insurance.” His medical bills topped millions of 
dollars. Without health insurance, he wouldn’t 
be able to maintain his current lifestyle.   

On worse days:
Sit around. Nothing to do. Mind wanders 

just thinking about things.
First time he went in for his chemo, he 

came to a waiting room full of face-masked 
people hooked to IVs, being wheeled around, 
looking sick. He panicked and wondered aloud, 
“Will I walk out today?” It’s been a long journey 
since then.

On today:
Kevin: “I am living – 100%.” 

Talking to Kevin
THE MEDICAL INSIDER

by ROBERT ROZBORIL

The Westlake Fire Depart-
ment has again been 
awarded the 2020 Mis-

sion: Lifeline EMS Gold Plus 
Award by the American Heart 
Association, which recognizes 
the department as a premiere 
emergency medical provider. 
The department earned the 
honor last year as well.

“We have the equipment, 
training, and talents to provide 
the best care to those patients 
who need us in their time of 
need when they are experienc-
ing a critical cardiac event,” said 
Westlake Fire Chief Jim Hughes. 

“We give each of our patients 
the greatest chance for survival 
and an enhanced quality of life 
after recovery. I am extremely 
proud of the team that is out on 
the streets doing their best to 
improve the lives of all of those 
who live, work, travel and play in 
the City of Westlake.”

The award is used to rec-
ognize first responders who 
demonstrate exemplary com-
mitment and success in imple-
menting a higher standard of 
prehospital care by ensuring that 
every STEMI patient receives 
treatment according to nation-
ally accepted recommendations 
and standards. 

Westlake Fire earns Gold Plus Award
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I will work for you.

by DIANE REHOR

A series of articles that aims to inspire 
readers to take the risk to try something 
new, see the positive in life, and recognize 
that everyday people can make a differ-
ence by following their passions.

Are we ever too old to stop learning? 
Bob Piccirilli says “no!!” In fact, 
Bob is still “thrilled by the chase” 

of learning something new.
An avid learner, Bob earned his Ph.D. 

in chemistry from Clarkson University 
and completed his post-doctoral work at 
Duke University. After retiring in 2009 from 
a rewarding 33-year career with PPG, Bob 
wanted to continue his learning and make 
a difference. “I’m a task-oriented person. I 
knew I could never sit at home alone and 
watch TV, and I can’t golf in the winter,” 
says Bob.

Bob’s wife, Barb, suggested that he 
volunteer for the Bay Schools’ Citizens 
Advisory Committee (CAC). Bob found this 
group fascinating. “Each year the school 
board would give us a useful project requir-
ing us to do extensive research, collect data 
and present our findings to the board.” Bob 
volunteered on the CAC for three years and 
served as chairman for one year.

Based on this experience, Bob was 
asked to run in a contested election for 
the Bay Village school board. At age 64, he 
won and served a four-year term. “It was 
such a rewarding experience. No one had 

an agenda. It was all about the kids. It felt 
good to give something back.”

Volunteering for the Bay Schools uti-
lized Bob’s management skills. However, 
Bob admits, “I’m a chemist by training, 
a manager by appointment. As a chem-
ist, I enjoyed working in a lab setting up 
experiments and taking measurements. 
As I moved up into management, I missed 
the hands-on aspect of the job.” This led to 
Bob’s current passion. 

Bob could fix many things, but he 
found it frustrating trying to fix his fam-
ily’s bikes. Being a problem solver, he 
decided to research bike repair and dis-
covered Ohio City Bike Co-op. He took 

their classes and learned how to fix bikes. 
Jim Sheehan, the owner of Ohio City Bike 
Co-op, referred Bob to Jennifer Smillie, 
who was thinking of starting a bike co-op 
in Bay Village. “Jennifer had a marvelous 
threefold vision,” Bob says, which was to:
1. Educate on bicycle safety, mechanics 

and repair.
2. Advocate for safer streets and bike-

friendly communities.
3. Refurbish and recycle bikes for sale and 

donation.
In 2012, the Village Bicycle Coop-

erative was founded. “We formed a board 
including Jennifer, Carl Gonzalez, Pat-
rick McGannon, and myself. We pulled 

together some tools 
and started in the old 
building where Pizza 
Hut is now located. 
We began refurbish-
ing and selling bikes 
at a reasonable cost to 
pay the rent and to buy 
more tools. In 2013, we 
moved to the ground 
floor of the Commu-
nity House. In 2014, 
Village Bicycle Coop-
erative won the Bay 
Village Project of the 
Year award.” says Bob.

“Most of our vol-
unteers are mechani-
cally inclined and find 
this a rewarding outlet. 

To learn to put together that first bike from 
scratch – that’s a jolt!” says Bob. 

“Through our Fix it Forward program, 
we’ve donated over 450 totally refurbished, 
safe bicycles to kids and adults who cannot 
afford transportation to get to their jobs,” 
says Bob. “When they get a bike from us, 
they can be assured it’s refurbished by 
an experienced mechanic who has been 
properly trained. We sell enough bikes 
to cover our costs, then donate the rest 
to those in need. To see the looks on a 
10-year-old’s face when they get their very 
first bike of their own, it’s just spectacular! 
It’s something special. That’s my payback!”

“Biking is a great hobby. It’s wonder-
ful exercise, especially for us ex-marathon 
runners whose knees have given out,” 
laughs Bob. Bob ran the 1993 Cleveland 
Revco Marathon and the 1995 London 
Marathon with his father-in-law and 
brother-in-law. Now Bob enjoys biking 
with other members of the Silver Wheels 
Cycling Club, golfing, and working at the 
shop.

When asked what the Village Bicycle 
Cooperative needs, Bob replied, “We can 
use help in all aspects. While social dis-
tancing prevents us from currently train-
ing new volunteer mechanics, we could 
use volunteers to help us market better. 
People still come in and say that they 
hadn’t heard of us.”

What does Bob hope to learn next?  
“For the last seven years I’ve worked on 
a lot of the same-style bikes – the four or 
five kinds of brakes and gears for the bikes 
donated to us. I’m now learning more 
about complicated high-end bikes. I just 
finished tuning up my own bike.”

Bob’s thirst for learning never ends. 
May his story inspire you to try something 
new. 

Bob Piccirilli, Village Bicycle Cooperative 
volunteer/board member 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Bob Piccirilli works on a bike at the Village Bicycle 
Cooperative.
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by TAK SATO

As a writer, I enjoy dis-
covering the etymology 
of the words I use in my 

columns. I enjoy looking up a 
word’s meaning, even simple 
words such as “habit.” After all, 
I’m a creature of habits.

Managing money wisely 
is always a good habit to have. 
Compared to when I was learn-
ing to save my allowance or 
learning to maximize my 401(k) 
contributions when I started my 
first job, building good habits 
have become rather complex 
nowadays.

In geek-speak and busi-
ness-speak alike, we oft use 
the words “attack vector” to 
describe the different meth-
odology a nefarious actor may 
use to victimize us out of our 
money. Although new attack 
vectors may have sprouted 
with the consumerization of the 
internet, aka the cloud, even the 
nefarious are creatures of habit. 
The ways in which they try to 
victimize us is still the same 
from the pre-internet era.

Do you remember the 
unsolicited “snail mail” (geek-
slang for mail requiring postage 
stamps) crowding your postbox 

on your front lawn? Junk mail 
still comes via snail mail while 
most nefarious actors now cast 
“spam,” geek-slang for unso-
licited email for marketing or 
nefarious purposes (the latter 
also known as phishing emails).

Bad habits are hard to break 
and opening unsolicited email 
is a bad habit that potentially 
can lead you to serious trouble. 
Chomping on the bait cast by 
the nefarious actor doesn’t 
necessarily mean you’re fil-
leted right away. The unso-
licited email from scammers 
most probably need you to take 
subsequent “action” after open-
ing the email such as clicking 
on a website link or opening an 
attachment, to be able to reel 
you in. Those actions are akin 
to you opening an unsolicited 

snail mail and calling the 800 
number in the letter to accept 
the prize you won. But why 
even open an unsolicited email 
or answer an unsolicited phone 
call or text message?

Telephone calls made to 
your home or mobile phone, 
and text messages to your 
mobile phones, are just more 
opportunities for the scam-
mers. Unless you know the 
person calling, resist answer-
ing. Let the calls go to your 
answering machine; mobile 
phone service providers usually 
include voicemail, aka answer-
ing machines in the cloud, that 
will notify you when there’s a 
message waiting.

Whatever attack vector 
they use, the way they try to bait 
you is the same. They play on 

your fear of embarrassment by 
leaving messages like: “you are 
being sued by the IRS” or “your 
water will be shut off.” Another 
example plays on your feeling 
of what is rightfully yours: “we 
overbilled you on your water bill 
and need information before 
issuing you a refund.” These 
examples are actual scams left 
on my machine.

A quick googling of the 
word “habit,” which uses defini-
tions provided by the dictionary 
publisher Oxford Languages, 
contains “especially one that is 
hard to give up” as part of the 
definition. Building good habits 
will take practice. Don’t forget 
positive reinforcements as you 
build good habits appropriate 
for the 21st century real and 
digital worlds we all live in. 

Building good habits
THE DIGITAL WORLD

by RACHEL POLANIEC

October’s Magical 
History Tour takes us to 
picturesque Grobe Fruit 
Farm in Elyria, a half-
hour drive west on I-90. 
Covid-19 precautions 
include regular sanita-
tion of surfaces, and both 
employees and customers 
are asked to wear a mask.

To some here in 
northeast Ohio, fall 
doesn’t officially 

begin until October, when 
a fat orange pumpkin is 
sitting on the front porch. 
In my case, that pumpkin 
comes from Grobe Fruit 
Farm, where the big pile 
of pumpkins around 
the black walnut tree in 
front of the farmhouse 
have been a family tradi-
tion since I was a child. 
For the Grobe family 
and their employees, fall 
begins at the beginning 
of September, with the 
harvesting of apples and 
making cider.

Fall on the farm has 
come to members of the 
Grobe family since 1905, 
when the then-potato and 
-dairy farm was purchased 
by Henry Grobe due to 
the soil quality. While the 
house was present at the 
time of purchase, the fol-
lowing century saw a vari-
ety of improvements and expansions: the 
apple orchard was added in the ‘20s and 
expanded in the ‘40s; the market was built 
in 1950 and the apple packing house in 
1969; a commercial cider mill was added 
in 2007; and expansions to the packing 
house were made in 1999 and 2010.

Today’s Grobe family consists of 
Allen and Laurie Grobe, their sons Keith 
and Brett, Brett’s wife, Brooke, and Allen’s 
mom, Annette, and sister, Anita. Addi-
tionally, employees Jeanne, Adalina, Dan, 

Dave, Nancy, Homero, Paula, Jim, Jacky, 
Heather, “and many more are like family 
to us as well,” stated Brooke. 

A favorite fall tradition started in 
1955, when Henry’s great-grandson 
James Grobe placed the first pumpkin pile 
around the same black walnut tree stand-
ing today. Photo opportunities, includ-
ing “How Tall This Fall?” and the “happy 
pumpkin face” began in the ‘90s, when 
members of the family’s sixth generation, 
Brett and Keith, were young children. 

When sharing the farm’s newest addi-
tion, a you-pick pumpkin patch, Brooke 
enthused, “We are so excited to begin this 
new adventure!” It is open Wednesday 
through Sunday, at Grobe’s LaGrange 
location.

In addition to pumpkins and photo 
ops, visitors to Grobe Fruit Farm can find 
apples, cider and winter squash in the 
market, as well as gourds, Indian corn, 
and other farm-fresh favorites. The 
pumpkin pile will remain open through 
the end of October.

Throughout the years, my 
family has accrued many pictures from 
Grobe Fruit Farm. Under one of them, 
my mom included a quotation by Henry 
David Thoreau. “I would rather sit on a 
pumpkin and have it all to myself than 
sit on a velvet cushion and be crowded,” 
it reads, as we sit perched among the 
mound of knobbly orange squash, as 
leaves rustled overhead and the earth 
turned fiery red, yellow, and auburn in 
all directions.

This year, my porch is home to 
another Grobe Fruit Farm pumpkin, and 
now yours can be too. Whether or not you 
decide sit on your pumpkin of choice is 
up to you. 

Grobe Fruit Farm: an Ohio century farm
MAGICAL HISTORY TOUR

Established in 1905 by Henry Grobe, Grobe Fruit 
Farm is one of Ohio’s century farms.

The market was added to Grobe Fruit Farm in 1950.

The market today, October 2020. The apple 
packing house was added in 1969.

The front lawn provides a scenic backdrop to fall fun.

The author (right) and her sisters 
pose in front of “How Tall This Fall? 
Grobe Fruit Farm ‘02.”

Westley (8) and Jack (10) chart this 
year’s growth with “How Tall This 
Fall? Grobe Fruit Farm 2020.”
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by WILLIAM KRAUSE

You have probably seen the “Store 
Closing” and “Building Sold” signs 
at Warner Interiors at 23123 Center 

Ridge. By the time this story is published 
the store will have closed. The build-
ing will be torn down to make way for 
The Villas at Westin Pointe – a project 
spearheaded by Drew Siley of Liberty 
Development, consisting of 25 two-story 
townhouses.

The building was constructed 
initially as the Horseshoe Inn by the 
Lemieux family in about 1918 after they 
purchased land on the south side of 
Center Ridge from the Sperry family. The 
Sperry family had owned and operated 
the Sperry Inn since 1824 just west of this 
site (approximately where Pebblebrook 
is now located).

It was in 2010 when descendants of 
the Lemieux family stopped in to talk 
to me with pride about their family and 
the Horseshoe Inn. They shared pictures 
with me which accompany this article 
and details about it which I have since 
lost. What I do know is that on April 9, 
1917, Hannah Lemieux purchased a 
12-acre site extending west from the 
Rocky River border from Scott and Sarah 
Sperry. Hannah died on June 25, 1918, 
and the property passed to her husband, 
Joseph. By 1920 Joseph had married a 
woman named Mary. A Hopkins plat 
book for 1927 shows that the property 
has been divided between them, with 
Mary owning the approximately six 
westerly acres with a building matching 
the footprint of today’s Warner Interiors 
constructed on it.

The pictures of the Horseshoe 
Inn accompanying this article most 
likely show the employees of the Inn in 
front of it with a large sign advertising 
“Horseshoe Drive,” “Chicken Dinners” 
and “P.O.C.” Based on the caps several of 
the men are wearing, the tree next to the 
building, which is attempting to recover 
from extreme root disturbance, and the 
sign advertising beer, these pictures are 
most likely from 1918 or 1919, shortly 
after the construction of the building.

My understanding is that Prohibi-
tion went into effect in the Cleveland 
area on May 27, 1919 – seven months 
before the 18th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution’s ban on the production, 
importation, transportation and sale of 
alcoholic beverages occurred on Jan. 17, 
1920.

How the Horseshoe Inn fared during 
Prohibition is unknown. Did they abide 
by the law or were they a speakeasy like 
the White Oaks Restaurant on Cahoon 
Road?

Even the name of the Inn is a little 
bit of a mystery. The rooftop sign says 
“Horseshoe Drive.” Horseshoe “Bou-
levard” appears on the 1927 Hopkins 
Plat book, but not on the 1920 one. 
Were the owners of the Inn part of the 
team attempting to build a specula-
tive horseshoe shaped road north and 
south of Center Ridge all the way to 
North Olmsted? Is that how the Inn got 
its name or was the road named after 
the existing Inn?

And why does the rooftop sign say 
Horseshoe “Drive” when even the 1927 
Plat Book says Horseshoe “Boulevard”? 
Did the Lemieux family anticipate that 
Prohibition was coming and just so 
happen to locate their new Inn near 
Sperry Creek which conveniently emp-
ties into Lake Erie – just a boat ride away 
from Canada?

An unpublished directory of Dover 
from the mid to late 1930s lists The 
Lemieux Road House at 23123 Center 
Ridge with Joe Lemieux occupying the 
house at 23159 Center Ridge just west of 
it. An L.E. Rogers is also listed at 23123 
Center Ridge, he may have been the live-
in manager?

By 1941 Mary Lemieux is a widow 
when she sells some of the original 12 
acres. In 1946 she sells the rest of the 
property with the Inn/Road House to 
Lillian Millspaugh of Elyria who subse-
quently leases the property to Arthur 
C. Johnson Sr. and Jr. in 1954. Arthur C. 
Johnson Jr. and his wife, Clara Johnson, 
purchase the property in 1964.

A directory published in the late 
1950s lists “Johnson’s Wayside Furni-
ture” at this address. A 1976 directory 
lists “Johnson’s Wayside Furniture” and 
“Bergen Refinishing & Furniture Repair” 
at the same address. In 1978 Arthur 
and Clara Johnson sold the property to 
Alphonse and Josephine Molina. It is 
the Molina family who owned and oper-
ated Warner Interiors and in 2000 even 
purchased the house to the west that Joe 
Lemieux once occupied.

What is remarkable is that the 
exterior of the building, and even the 
layout of the driveway, has been basi-
cally unchanged for over 100 years. Even 
part of the main entrance which pro-
trudes awkwardly from the northeast 
corner of the building is visible in the 
early photographs and plat books. The 
major change to the exterior was the 
installation of the display windows on 
the north façade.

Once the townhouses are built may 
the new owners decorate them with the 
style and grace of the Molina family and 
raise a glass to toast the Lemieux family. 

Former Horseshoe Inn 
building rides into the sunset

DIGGING DOVER
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Northwest portion of 23123 Center Ridge during Going Out of Business sale.

Horseshoe Inn, c. 1918, looking southwest, probably with the staff posed in 
front of the newly built building.

Inside of Warner Interiors store during disarray of the Going Out of Business 
sale, looking south. Notice window configuration, beams and ceiling bead 
board visible in the c. 1918 photo.

Horseshoe Inn, c. 1918. Note the window configuration, 
ceiling beams and wainscotting which are also visible in the 
recent photographs.
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Possible Horseshoe Inn-era staircase 
in 23123 Center Ridge during Going 
Out of Business sale.
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter Public 
Library’s early October calendar of 
events. All programs are subject to 
change. Please check westlakelibrary.
org or follow the library on Facebook 
and Twitter (@WestlakePorter) for the 
latest updates.

Wednesday, Oct. 7 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Sing and Dance! (Live) – Join Miss 
Nancy on Zoom! Participants must pro-
vide an email address in order to receive 
Zoom instructions which will be sent 
the day of the program. Ages 2-6.

Wednesday, Oct. 7 (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
Horror Film Club: Online Edition – 
New members are always welcome, but 
children under 13 must be accompanied 
by an adult. Please register. The Club 
will meet online using the video shar-
ing site Watch2Gether. To participate, 
please check the event on the library’s 
website as early as 6 p.m. on the day 
of the program. There will be a link to 
take you to the site. You do not need an 
account with Watch2Gether to partici-
pate.

Thursdays, Oct. 8 and 15 and 
Wednesday, Oct. 14 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Storytime (Live) – Tune in to Face-
book, Twitter or YouTube and join the 
fun as we livestream a storytime!

Friday, Oct. 9 (All Day) Got Sci-
ence? Supply Pick Up – Join us on 
and make your own miniature geode-
sic dome! Kits will be available for pick 
up in the Youth Services Department 
beginning Oct. 9. You will need a kit to 
participate in the program. Grades 1-2. 
Please register.

Friday, Oct. 9 (All Day) Westlake 
Art Reflections Supply Pick Up – If 
you’re eligible to enter the Reflections 
Art Competition, you can stop by the 
Youth Services Department to pick up 
an art kit to work on your themed piece 
today! While supplies last, Grades K-12. 
Competition deadline is Nov. 6.

Saturday, Oct. 10 (2-4 p.m.) Virtual 
Knitting 101 (Live) – Learn to knit in 
this online class with instructor Lynn 
Nilges. Participants will learn casting 
on, the knit stitch, the purl stitch and 
casting off. Students will need two size 
8 needles and light-colored worsted 
weight yarn. This class will be held via 
Zoom. Please register and provide an 
email address to receive instructions 
the morning of the program.

Sunday, Oct. 11 (2-2:45 p.m.) Yoga 
with Miss Jen (Live) – Calm your body, 
mind and spirit in this live Zoom yoga 

class taught by Ms. Jen, certified yoga 
instructor. Recommended for teens 
and adults. Please register and provide 
an email to receive Zoom instructions.

Mondays, Oct. 12, 19 and 26 (All 
Day) Teen Craft Pick Up (Halloween 
Edition) – Stop by Youth Services to 
pick up your Halloween Craft kit while 
supplies last. Grades 7-12. Call if you 
wish to pick it up at the Drive-Up 
Window

Monday, Oct. 12 (7-8 p.m.) 7 Ways 
to Look Great on Camera (Live) – 
Join us via Zoom as professional pho-
tographer Katie Garlock shows us how 
to look our best in photographs and 
online presentations. She will share 
examples and professional tips, and 
demonstrate proper lighting and cloth-
ing choices (tops, scarves and jewelry). 
Please register and provide an email 
address to receive Zoom instructions.

Tuesday, Oct. 13 (All Day) Moon-
light Lantern Festival Supply Pick 
Up – Participate in this family-friendly 
lantern display! Pick up lantern sup-
plies in the Youth Services Department 
starting Oct. 13. Return the finished 
lantern to the Youth Services Depart-
ment by Oct. 19.

Tuesday, Oct. 13 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
and Wednesday, October 14 (6:30-7 
p.m.) Family Storytime (Live) – Join 
us on Zoom for an interactive story-
time featuring books, rhymes, songs 
and movement. For families with chil-
dren up to 2-6, siblings welcome. Reg-
istration begins one week before each 
session. Participants must provide an 
email address to receive Zoom instruc-
tions on the day of the program.

Tuesday, Oct. 13 (11 a.m.-noon) 
A Drugless Approach to Women’s 
Health and Breast Health (Live) 
– Join us on Zoom with Dr. Casen 
DeMaria from the Drugless Doctors as 
she discusses how to support your hor-
monal system naturally. Whatever age 
you are, it is never too early or too late 
to have a strategy to keep your body 
and breasts healthy naturally! Registra-
tion required. After registering you will 
receive an email with details on how to 
join the meeting. 

Tuesday, Oct. 13 (1-3 p.m.) Career 
Transition: Networking 101 (Via 
Zoom) – Applying online all day is not 
the answer to finding the right position. 
Most likely you will get your next job 
from someone you know who knows 
someone else in a position of influence. 
Learn tips for using your network the 
right way to find your “perfect” next 
position. Please register and provide 

an email to receive Zoom instructions.
Tuesday, Oct. 13 (6-9 p.m.) Power 

of Vision (Webinar) – During this 
dynamic and fun pre-recorded pre-
sentation by Patti Tatro, you will have 
an opportunity to define, design and 
experience your dream. You will learn 
the essential keys for tuning into your 
purpose. Please register and provide an 
email address to receive instructions 
for watching the webinar.

Tuesday, Oct. 13 (7-8:30 p.m.) One 
Community Reads Book Discussion 
– See the story above.

Wednesdays, Oct. 14, 21 and 28 
and Nov. 4 (2-3:30 p.m.) Learn ASL 
Sign Language (Live) – In this begin-
ner class, students will learn the sign 
language alphabet, how to meet and 
greet people and the basics of commu-
nicating with the deaf. This class will 
be conducted on Zoom, and will meet 
four times. Please register and provide 
an email address so Zoom instructions 
can be sent to you. Ages 10 and up are 

welcome.
Wednesdays, Oct. 14 and 28 (4-5 

p.m.) Teen Writers Group (Live) – A 
bi-weekly meet-up for writers in grades 
7-12. In this workshop, we’ll be prep-
ping for National Novel Writing Month 
(NaNoWriMo) in November. Please reg-
ister and provide an email address to 
receive Zoom instructions, which will 
be sent the day of the program.

Thursday, Oct. 15 (4-5 p.m.) Non-
profit Happy Hour: Anti-Racism 
Strategies and Allyship (Live) – Our 
first Nonprofit Happy Hour will fea-
ture Enlightened Solutions co-founders 
Bethany Studenic and Chinenye Nke-
mere as they present “Getting to the 
Work: Allyship at Work and at Home.” 
The discussion will focus on both per-
sonal and organizational allyship and 
how allies and advocates can do the 
work at home and bring it to the work-
place to ignite change. Please register.

To register for any of the programs, 
visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library       
Upcoming September events

Porter Library participates in One Community Reads effort
by ELAINE WILLIS

Westlake Porter Public Library 
has joined with Cuyahoga 
County’s eight other library 

systems to present the One Community 
Reads program, which focuses on racial 
equity in America. The program will 
allow readers to learn about and reflect 
on race, history, and a more just future 

locally and nationally. In addition to 
reading and discussing the same books, 
participants are encouraged to join in the 
conversation about the issues they cover 
at onecommunityreads.org.

In addition to the programs offered 
throughout the county through Decem-
ber, WPPL will offer a special book dis-
cussion of “March: Book One” by John 
Lewis. Join the Tuesday Evening Book 

Club on Oct. 13, 7-8:30 p.m., for a discus-
sion of the graphic novel version of the 
late Congressman’s memoir, including 
the Civil Rights movement. The discus-
sion will include an interview with local 
comic book creator Abdul Rashid.

Electronic copies of the book are 
available through Hoopla digital. Please 
register at westlakelibrary.org/events to 
receive an invitation to the discussion 

on Zoom. Participants without a com-
puter, tablet or smartphone can register 
by calling 440-871-2600 and join using a 
traditional phone.

One Community Reads culminates 
with a talk by Dr. Ibram X. Kendi, author of 
“How to be an Antiracist,” on Friday, Dec. 
4, at 2 p.m. For more information on this 
and other program news, visit westlakeli-
brary.org or onecommunityreads.org. 
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Come and enjoy a morning breakfast       
at Claudette’s.

Great coffee, best omelets in town, 
pancakes, french toast and more. 

Check our menu and reviews.

Open everyday, 7 a.m.-2 p.m.
After-hours banquet hall available for 

group gatherings and parties with 
enough room to accommodate 

social distancing.
26485 Center Ridge Road 

WestlakeClaudettesdeli.com 
440-899-1029

Dine in with this ad for a free beverage 

Scan this code to 
view our menu

by KAREN UTHE SEMANCIK

The Bay Village City School District 
announced that 11 students have 
been recognized in the 2021 Nation-

al Merit Scholarship Program, an annual 
academic competition for recognition and 
college undergraduate scholarships.

Thomas Beckwith, James Bish and 
Samuel Ferry have been named Semifi-
nalists. Abigail Donahue, Ryan Duffy, Anya 
Krumbine, Cooper Lyons, Molly Mullahy, 
Kayla Poling, Emma Spirollari and Kendall 
Thomas are recognized as Commended 
Students. All are seniors at Bay High School.

These students were identified 
based on their Preliminary SAT/National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT) scores.

Here are the 2021 Bay High School 
students that are recognized:

National Merit Semi-Finalists
Thomas Beckwith is interested in 

attending Northwestern University and 
Purdue University. He plans to study 
chemical engineering with a possible 
minor in music composition. His extracur-
ricular activities and interests include Boy 
Scouts, playing piano, Orchestra, Chamber 
Orchestra, Honors Quintet and Robotics.

James Bish is hoping to attend Case 
Western Reserve University, Cornell Uni-
versity or Carnegie Mellon University to 
study computer science. He is involved in 
Marching Band, Science Club, the Robot-
ics Team, Tech Club and National Honor 
Society.

Samuel Ferry has applied to several 

colleges and universities, including Princ-
eton University, Oberlin College and The 
Ohio State University. He is undecided 
regarding his course of study. While at Bay 
High School, Sam is involved in Marching 
Band and National Honor Society.

Commended Students
Abigail Donahue plans to major in 

physics and minor in English at a to-be-
determined college, and then attend law 
school to pursue a career as a patent attor-
ney. She is involved in many extracurricu-
lar activities, including several clubs and 
Swim Team (captain), and she plays the 
alto saxophone in the Jazz Ensemble, Sym-
phonic Band and Marching Band. Outside 
of school, Abigail works as a lifeguard and 
has earned the Girl Scout Gold Award. 

Ryan Duffy is hoping to attend Purdue 
University, University of Notre Dame, Uni-
versity of Michigan, Embry-Riddle Aero-
nautical University or The Ohio State Uni-
versity to study mechanical engineering or 
aerospace engineering. Outside of school, 
he is involved with Marching Band on the 
Drumline, Cross Country, an Appalachian 
Service Project and has attained Eagle 
Scout status. Ryan also enjoys classic car 
restoration as a hobby and side business.

Anya Krumbine hopes to attend San 
Jose State University, Savannah College of 
Art & Design or Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology upon graduation to study anima-
tion and digital arts. She has been involved 
with Key Club, National Honor Society, 
Marching Band, Pit Orchestra, Thespi-
ans and Chamber Orchestra at Bay High 
School, and Girl Scouts, Cleveland Youth 

Wind Symphony and John Knox Presbyte-
rian Youth Group outside of school. 

Cooper Lyons is looking to attend 
either Case Western Reserve University, 
Washington University in St. Louis, The 
Ohio State University or Babson College. 
He plans to pursue a business manage-
ment or finance degree with a focus in 
entrepreneurship. After receiving his 
undergraduate degree, he plans to pursue 
an MBA. Outside of class, he is a captain of 
the basketball team, a member of National 
Honor Society, a class officer and a Student 
of the Year candidate for the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society. 

Molly Mullahy is looking to attend 
one of these institutions: University of 
Notre Dame, Northeastern University, 
Boston College, Northwestern University, 
Dartmouth College, Middlebury College, 
or The Ohio State University. She plans to 
pursue architecture, mathematics, busi-
ness or pre-law. At Bay High School, she is 
on the tennis and lacrosse teams, and she 
participates in the Walk MS fundraiser for 
multiple sclerosis. 

Kayla Poling is hoping to attend Case 
Western Reserve University, The Ohio State 
University or Cleveland State University. 
She wants to study general chemistry, and 
specialize in biochemistry or materials 
science. Kayla is President of Bay High 
School’s Sexuality and Gender Alliance, 
and works in set construction and stage 
management as a Bay High Thespian.

Emma Spirollari is looking to 
attend Stanford University, University 
of California Santa Barbara or North-
eastern University after graduation to 
follow a pre-med track with a minor 
in French. At Bay High School, she is 
involved as a class officer, Project Earth 
club, volleyball and tutoring. 

Kendall Thomas is interested 
in Boston College, Loyola University 
Chicago, Carnegie Mellon University 
and Miami University, and she plans 
to study communications or English. 

Outside of academics, Kendall is involved 
in Marching Band, Orchestra, the Tennis 
Team, Key Club, National Honor Society 
and Girl Scouts.

Of the 1.5 million students who took 
the 2019 PSAT/NMSQT, only 16,000 earn 
Semifinalist status, putting the three Bay 
Village students in the top 1% of students 
nationwide. Beckwith, Bish and Ferry must 
submit an application to be named a final-
ist and continue on in the National Merit 
Scholarship competition. About 15,000 
semifinalists are expected to advance to 
the finalist level, and more than half of 
those finalists will win a National Merit 
Scholarship, earning the Merit Scholar title.

“We are so proud of these 11 students 
and all that they have accomplished their 
last four years,” said Bay High School Prin-
cipal Jason Martin.

“What an amazing honor for these 11 
young men and women,” said Bay Schools 
Superintendent Jodie Hausmann. “They 
are not only leaders in the classroom, but 
also within our community.”

Students who achieve finalist status 
will compete for more than $31 mil-
lion in scholarship awards. The 2021 
National Merit Scholarship winners will 
be announced in four nationwide news 
releases beginning in April and concluding 
in July. 

Bay has 11 students 
recognized in National 
Merit Scholarship Program

BAY VILLAGE CITY SCHOOLS

Thomas Beckwith James Bish Samuel Ferry

Abigail Donahue Ryan Duffy Anya Krumbine Cooper Lyons

Molly Mullahy Kayla Poling Emma Spirollari Kendall Thomas

620 Dover Center Rd.
Bay Village

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

NOW OPEN !
Call for an 
appointment:
440-871-0899
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PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 

Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED® 
are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 

16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145

O 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com
michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

• Meals, walks, medication

• Plus personal play time /
  special requests

• All in the surroundings 
  of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Montana

We need your help
Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding mission – to strengthen our 

community by informing and engaging Westlake and Bay Village residents. 
Times are tough, and the pandemic has presented an added challenge at a time when 

emotional connection and togetherness matter so much.
Please help us continue to provide a free medium where the community can share news, 

share stories and share laughs.
If you’d like to keep the Observer serving the community, please send a cash or check 

donation along with the form below. Donations may also be made by credit card at 
wbvobserver.com. All supporters will be recognized in future editions of the Observer.

I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
 MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions 
are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to 
get involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.
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by WENDY HANNA

The Stickney Family Honeybee Exhibit 
has always been a popular one at 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center. 

A highlight is a hive framed in glass found 
inside the halls of the Center. Guests of all 
ages can get up close and peer into the heart 
of an active beehive. Regular visitors have 
watched this hive grow and strengthen over 
the past several years.

The exhibit also includes another hive 
located in the interior courtyard. With the help 
of beekeeper Scott Danniger, these hives have 
become extremely active and are thriving. 

Mr. Danniger anticipates that this 
is the first year honey will be able to be 
extracted from these outdoor hives. While 
the bees produced honey last year, it 
remained in the hives to strengthen and 

encourage the growth 
of the community.

Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center is offering a free 
event when the honey 

Hives thrive at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

Bay Village Scout Troop celebrates 50 years

Nearly 150 Boy Scouts, family members and alumni from Bay Village Troop 41 gathered for a 50th anniversary reunion picnic on Aug. 9. See story inside, page 4.

Westlake’s Corporate 
Challenge spurs 
friendly competition

by JIM DISPIRITO

The City of Westlake recently wrapped up 
its annual Corporate Challenge, a week of 
sports, games and contests pitting Westlake 

companies against one another, all in good fun. Now 
in its eighth year, the challenge is organized by the 
Westlake recreation department.

Alego Health, Applied Companies, Echo Health, 
Equity Trust, Q-Lab, Rae-Ann Suburban, Western 
Enterprises and the City of Westlake participated 
in the weeklong competition. Twenty-six different 
events including cupcake decorating, sand volleyball, 
golf, 5K relay, bowling and cardboard boat races 
were held at various venues throughout the city. The 
championship trophy went to Q-Lab, an international 
provider of material durability testing with corporate 

Joe Paoletto of Allegro Health competes in 
the 8-ball tournament event of the Westlake 
Corporate Challenge at Buckeye Lanes.

 » See BEEHIVES page 2

Westlake holds annual gala for gardeners
by TARA WENDELL

Westlake was all abloom again this 
summer as gardeners across the city 
took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur 
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top 
three finishers in each category, with the first-
place winners receiving $25 gift certificates to 
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.

 » See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son, 
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center.
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.
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companies against one another, all in good fun. Now 
in its eighth year, the challenge is organized by the 
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Westlake holds annual gala for gardeners
by TARA WENDELL

Westlake was all abloom again this 
summer as gardeners across the city 
took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur 
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top 
three finishers in each category, with the first-
place winners receiving $25 gift certificates to 
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.

 » See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son, 
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center.
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.

by KIM BONVISSUTO

The Westlake High School 
Technology & Engineer-
ing (T & E) Department 

was selected for the state’s best 
project during the Ohio Tech-
nology & Engineering Educators 

Association (OTEEA) state con-
ference school exhibits competi-
tion, held April 6 in the Buckeye 
Building of the Ohio Expo Center 
in Columbus. The event was held 
in conjunction with the growing 
MakerX festival.

Students of the Westlake High 

School T & E Department garnered 
two state champion titles for their 
Best of Show awards in two dif-
ferent technology categories, and 
added the prestigious Zupancic 
award as well as a Best of Show 
runner-up award. 
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The Observer – Dedicated to the ideal 
that volunteers define a community.

 » See TECHNOLOGY page 2

Ethan Simon, Connor Reis, Robert Fulop and Austin Loosli won a state title for their “Multi-Unit 
Townhouse” model home design at the OTEEA competition in Columbus.

WHS students win state champion 
titles for technology projects

 » See GIRL SCOUTS page 14

by DIANA PI, M.D.

Years ago, Jim, age 50, had 
back surgery. Two lumbar 
vertebrae fused, screws 

placed. Two weeks ago, severe back 
pain shot down his left knee, knocked 
him to the floor, curled him into a 
fetal position.

He’s been to the ER five times. 
Doctors think it’s his hip, groin or 
back. He’s frustrated. Last night, for 
his pain, he bought a jar of CBD 
(cannabidiol) cream from his mas-
seuse. “This stuff’s flying off the 
shelf,” she told him.
What’s CBD oil?

Marijuana plants 
contain hundreds of 
chemicals. The two 
big stars: CBD and 
THC (tetrahydrocan-
nabinol). CBD does not produce a “high,” unlike THC.

CBD oil: Truth and hope 
about a cannabis product

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

CBD oil is available online 
and at many retail locations.

by ELAINE WILLIS

Westlake resident 
Deb Myers 
received the 

2019 Myrna Chelko Vol-
unteer Award from West-
lake Porter Public Library 
at a volunteer recognition 
event on March 31.

A Reception Desk 
volunteer since 2002, 
Myers is one of the first 
“faces of the library” that 
visitors see when entering 
the building. Because of 
her longevity as a volun-
teer, Myers is known for 
her knowledge about the library and her resulting 
ability to assist patrons. She also volunteers for the 
Friends of Porter Public Library’s annual Big Book Sale 

as well as at the Ice 
Cream Social. She 
has given close to 
2,500 hours of ser-
vice to the library.

Myrna Chelko 
was a long-time 
library volunteer 
who was known 
for her dedication 
to the library and 
her hard work. She 
helped found the 
Friends of Porter 
Public Library 
and her many 
volunteer services 
include being an 

officer of that group and a library board member. 
Myrna exemplified the volunteer spirit, which is why 
the award was created in her name. 

Myers receives Porter Library volunteer award

 » See CBD page 4

Porter Library Board President Elizabeth Sheehe 
(center) and Library Director Andrew Mangels (right) 
honored volunteer Deb Myers (left) with the library's 
annual Myrna Chelko Volunteer Award at a recent 
volunteer recognition event. 
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A makeshift dam diverts the Sperry Creek into pipes 
under Queenswood Drive as the bridge above is 

demolished. Since this April 9 photo, the old bridge 
structure in Bay Village has been completely removed.
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Queenswood Drive        
bridge replacement
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 » See RELAY page 6

by ERIC EAKIN

The Bay Days fireworks fun-
draising team has added 
a second raffle prize: four 

tickets to the Wednesday, Aug. 
13, Cleveland Indians game and 
the once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity to throw out the ceremonial 
first pitch.

Anyone who has already purchased a raffle 
ticket for the suite for 16 persons at the Friday, Aug. 22, Indians game 
offered by the group is automatically eligible to win this additional prize.

The Aug. 22 Indians package includes a suite for 16 persons with food 
and soft drinks, four parking passes and the opportunity for four persons 
to view the fireworks display from the visitors’ dugout.

The Aug. 13 Indians prize includes four seats to a game versus the 
Arizona Diamondbacks and the ceremonial first pitch. The first 10,000 
persons to that game also receive a pair of aviator sunglasses, courtesy 
of SportstimeOhio.

The winning tickets will be drawn at Bay Days on the Fourth of July.
Tickets for either prize are $25 each or five for $100. All proceeds help 

to fund the Bay Days fireworks display, which is now privately funded.
Call 216-386-5997 or email ericjeakin@gmail.com to purchase tickets 

or for more information, or fill out the form on page 16 of this issue. 

First-pitch prize added 
to Bay fireworks raffle

CEREMONIAL 
FIRST PITCH
CEREMONIAL 

FIRST PITCH

Event organizer Amy Brediger, in blue, walks a lap at Westlake High during Relay for Life on 
May 31 with, from left, Jackie Ferguson, cancer survivor Missy Johnson, and Maureen Rote.

by PIXIE EMERSON

BAYarts will be 
marking the 
60 anniversa-

ry of the Sam Shep-
pard trial this year 
with a gallery exhibit 
and related events 
beginning Aug. 8.

T h e  h o u s e 
where Dr. Shep-
pard was arrested is 
BAYarts’ own Fuller 
House, which was 
located in what is 
now Cashelmara at 
the time of his arrest. 
A celebrity in its own 
right, the 122-year-
old Fuller House became international 
news 30 years later when it was moved 
to its current location on BAYarts 
campus via a barge on Lake Erie.

BAYarts will host an informal gath-
ering on Aug. 13 on the Fuller House 
porch to piece together your personal 
memories of the people and the events. 
The gallery exhibit: “A Strange Holiday: 
An Aesthetic Examination of the Sam 
Sheppard Case” will open Friday, Aug. 
8, 7-9 p.m. and run through Sept. 27 in 
the Sullivan Family Gallery.

Got a story or tip? Send it to       
fullerhousestories@bayarts.net. 

Tell BAYarts your Sam Sheppard 
or Fuller House story

In 1984, the Fuller House was floated by 
barge to its new location on the BAYarts 
campus. Dr. Sheppard was arrested July 30, 
1954, on the front porch of this, his parent’s 
home, and charged with the murder of his 
wife, Marilyn.

by KIM BONVISSUTO

When Dennis Sullivan’s seventh-grad-
ers at Lee Burneson Middle School 
learned that they had won the Leu-

kemia & Lymphoma Society’s Pasta for Pennies 
contest at the school, they made a startling 
request.

The students asked that the Olive Garden 
lunch they had won for their classroom be 
donated to the Ronald McDonald House, a 
home-away-from home for families of children 
being treated at Cleveland-area hospitals. Lunch 
was delivered to those families on May 29.

“Many families on our team are currently 
personally affected by cancer,” said Sullivan, 
seventh-grade social studies teacher and 

middle school athletic director. “The most 
incredible act was to donate the motivational 
lunch back to the hospital. I am extremely 
proud of all the kids in my homeroom.”

The Pasta for Pennies program encourages 
students to collect spare change over a three-
week period. Lee Burneson Middle School 
donated a collective $3,844.55 – the ninth high-
est amount raised out of 466 Northeast Ohio 
schools that participated in the fundraiser. Sul-
livan’s class collected $504.04.

“I can’t begin to express how incredibly 
grateful the parents and staff were to receive 
a wonderful meal,” said Kerri Peterson-Davis, 
campaign manager for school and youth pro-
grams at the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society-
Northern Ohio Chapter. “Please express to 
your students that not only are they making 
a difference in the lives 
of those fighting blood 
cancer, but also the 
lives of people who 
are currently spending 
hours in a hospital as 

LBMS class 
donates prize 
back to charity

by AMY BREDIGER

Well we did it – and we couldn’t have had 
nicer weather or better people to sup-
port our cause! The Westshore Relay is 

over but I am still smiling from the overwhelming 
love that was felt by all. 

Our event was a great success, coming in 
almost $10,000 over our original goal and still 
going. We have team fundraisers scheduled over 
the summer and a few donations that will not 

be released until July.  I consider this a huge 
achievement and sincerely appreciate everyone 
who helped make it happen.

I found myself crying as I announced the 
amount of money raised, $36,000 so far, to the 
crowd Sunday morning. I know how much work 
we all put into this event and it was heartwarm-
ing to have it pay off. I took on this Relay three 
years ago when it was down and out, and now 
we are breathing new life into it together. 

A wedding photo of Marilyn 
and Sam Sheppard.
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United in fight against cancer
Relay for Life surpasses fundraising goal

by EILEEN VERNON

In celebration of its 20th year, The Bay 
Village Foundation voted last month to 
approve two major projects. Trustees 

voted to make an anniversary gift to the 
families of Bay Village by refurbishing and 
adding new features to the Play in Bay play-
ground in Cahoon Memorial Park.

Twenty years ago, Bay Village City 
Council set up a private fund to help two 

groups of volunteers that were raising 
funds for the Play in Bay playground and 
for the expansion of the Bay Way Cabin. 
Council President T. Richard Martin sug-
gested that a separate fund be set up to act 
as a private account to hold the incoming 
funds during the drives. The new fund was 
called The Future of Bay.

Both groups succeeded in their goals 
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Bay Village Foundation plans 
anniversary gift to residents

The Bay Village Foundation will add new features, replace worn materials 
and enhance the safety of the Play in Bay playground as a gift to residents in 
celebration of the group’s 20th anniversary.

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   

Our community’s favorite newspaper, 
written by the residents of Westlake & Bay Village./wbvobserver

 » See PLAY IN BAY page 2

The Westlake Fire Department received 
two awards at the July 2 Westlake City 
Council meeting.

The first, presented by the American 
Heart Association, was the organization’s Mis-
sion Lifeline Silver Award, which recognized 
the Westlake Fire Department’s high standard 
of cardiac care and transport of patients suf-
fering from a STEMI, a severe heart attack 
that requires urgent treatment to prevent 
death. Of the 1,400 agencies in the state that 
provide emergency services, only 51 received 
the award.

The second award was a recognition from 
St. John Medical Center for excellent care of 
cardiovascular patients for the year 2014. 
 

Pictured left to right: Alexander Kuhn (American Heart Association), Chief James Hughes, firefighter Nick Dangel, 
firefighter Paul Carroll,  firefighter Tyler Kelly, Asst. Chief Mike Freeman, firefighter Eric Szytec, Capt. Russ Hetman, 
firefighter John Kish, firefighter Glen Netkowicz, Lt. Doug Vasi, Linda Owen (St. John Medical Center, manager of 
cardiovascular services) and Bill Young (St. John Medical Center CEO).

Westlake firefighters 
honored with two awards
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by LOUISE SEEHOLZER

The opportunity for artists 
to display their work in the 
Community of Fine Arts 

Show for the month of August pro-
vides exposure of their work for sale 
and a possibility of prize money. But 
registration for the 2015 COFA, a 
juried art show, which the Westlake-
Westshore Arts Council founded 16 
years ago, has a July 13 deadline for art 
work submission.

The W-WAC accepts works for 
the COFA from amateur/semi-profes-
sionals, 18 years or older, and in five 
categories: Oil/Acrylic; Watercolor; 
Drawing/Pen & Ink; Charcoal/Pastel; 
and Photography.

The 16th edition of COFA will take 
place August 3 through 29 at Westlake 

Porter Public Library, which has gra-
ciously hosted the event for the past 
several years. 

Details of how works are submitted 
for possible entry, fees, prizes and other 
pertinent information are outlined on 
the entry form, which is available online 
at w-wac.org. For more information 
contact Robert Pearl at 440-554-7522 or 
email at robrtpearl@aol.com. 

Rewarding invitation for artists

Polly Barrett’s watercolor, “A Wild Ride,” 
was exhibited in the 2014 COFA.

by CONDA BOYD

The Bay Village City Hall micro-
phone project moved another 
step closer to completion at City 

Council’s June 29 meeting, when Claire 
Banasiak, chair of LWV-Greater Cleve-
land’s Bay Village chapter, presented a 
check for $10,000 to Council President 
Paul Koomar. The total cost of the proj-
ect, which is expected to be completed 
by early fall, is estimated at $16,000.

High-quality microphones will be 
purchased for Council chambers and 
for the conference room where com-
mittee meetings are held. 

As noted in the LWV’s presenta-
tion letter, by accepting the gift, the 
City agrees to install and maintain the 
system and to “record all open meet-
ings and make recordings available to 
the public at no charge through the 
city web site for both listening and 
download.”

Since May 18, Council has been 
posting its meeting recordings to the 
web. However, the sound quality is 
poor. Superior pickups will produce 
clearer recordings – and speakers 
installed in Council chambers will 

Loud and clear 
from city hall

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

 » See MICROPHONES page 2

by KAREN DERBY

The U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency 
(EPA) has awarded 

Bay High School the Energy 
Star Building label, 
recognizing the 
school as one of the 
most energy effi-
cient K-12 school 
facilities in the 
United States.

Bay High earned a 
score of 96 on the 100-
point scale, far exceeding 
the required score of 75 in 
the rigorous examination of 
energy efficiency.

“You are not just saving 
energy and money with your 
investments in efficiency,” 
said Ted Bedell of Gardiner, 
the district’s partner in iden-
tifying and implementing 
energy conservation strate-
gies. “You are reducing your 
carbon footprint to the ben-
efit of our environment.”

by NELSON BLOUNT

“Let my heart be broken 
with the things that 
break the heart of 

God.” These words by Bob 
Pierce, who in 1970 was presi-
dent of Youth for Christ, were 
written after visiting children 
suffering in Korea. His mission 

for this organization was “to 
meet emergency needs in crisis 
areas through existing evan-
gelical mission agencies and 
national churches.” Since 1993 
the leadership of Samaritan’s 
Purse (Franklin Graham) have 
delivered more than 124 million 
gift-filled shoeboxes. There are 
500,000 volunteers worldwide.

Today, some 46 years later, 
Operation Christmas Child con-
tinues to make a difference in 
the lives of children through-
out the world. This year six 
unreached groups of people will 
be the recipients of shoeboxes 
filled with toys and other items 
for the first time along with 
shoeboxes being delivered to 
over 100 countries. There are so 
many millions of children in our 
world who have never received 
a gift of any kind, much less a 
shoebox filled with gifts.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.
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CELEBRATING 8 YEARS OF CITIZEN JOURNALISM

Bay Village 
cracks down on 
dogs at large
by DENNIS DRISCOLL

To establish an effective remedy to address a serious 
initial dog attack as occurred this past summer, 
the Bay Village City Council revised ordinance 

section 505.01 regarding animals running at large. While 
the revised ordinance has the same running-at-large pro-
hibitions as the prior ordinance, the revised ordinance 
has escalating penalties which provides Bay Village with 
broad authority to deter a future dog attack.

The running-at-large restrictions prohibit the owner 
of a dog, cat or other animal from allowing the animal to 
remain upon any public street or on any city park except 
under the reasonable control of a responsible person. 
The ordinance further requires that, while on private 
property, the animal be contained on the private prop-
erty and not allowed to cross outside the property line.

Under the revised ordinance, upon an owner’s 
first violation of this ordinance, the owner is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor and can be fined up to $150.

 » See DOGS page 2

Westlake church launches 
Operation Christmas Child

 » See CHILD page 2

Getting a scary makeover

Make-up artist Katie Lane transforms Arabella into a vampire 
as she teaches Halloween face-painting tricks to teens during 
a workshop at the Bay Village branch library on Oct. 12.

WHS senior 
selected as best  
jazz drummer

Westlake High School 
senior Jeremy McCabe 

was selected to perform in the 
All-State Jazz Band at the Ohio 
Music Educators Conference in 
Cleveland the week of Feb. 1-4, 
2017. Jeremy submitted his audi-
tion this spring and was selected 
as the only drummer in the band. 
Students from all over Ohio sub-
mitted audition recordings for 
this prestigious honor. 

Bay High saving energy, 
dollars and environment

 » See ENERGY page 4

The Fall Fairy and a juggler at Westlake’s Fall Festival & Pumpkin Hunt entertain a long line of families 
waiting to select from over 400 pumpkins at the pumpkin patch. More than 1,000 people attended the 
event featuring free hayrides, balloon artists and treats. See more: wbvobserver.com/photoblogs.
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Fall
Festival
Fun

by CAITLYN HARTZELL, 
ADDISON MEAUX, ABBIE 
DENT and PHOEBE 
SUTHERLAND

This is the first in a series of 
three articles from members 
of Explorer Club 360 on the 
health of Porter 
Creek, a stream 
that flows through 
Westlake and Bay 
Village, exiting at 
Huntington Beach 
into Lake Erie.

Our concern 
regarding 
the creek 

came from a study 
conducted by the 
Cuyahoga County 
Health Depart-
ment as reported 
in their June 30, 

2014, “A Holistic Watershed 
Approach to Health at Hun-
tington Beach.”

In summary the report 
stated that E. coli from Porter 
Creek was responsible for 
closing the beach for 10-20 
percent of the swimming 

season. Our assignment was 
to do a visual assessment of 
the creek, observing the pres-
ence of physical debris, foam, 
wildlife, bank erosion and the 
water characteristics such as 
flow, turbidity and clarity. 

by TARA WENDELL

Westlake Mayor Dennis 
Clough gave his 33rd 
annual State of the 

City address to members of 
the business community at the 
March 13 West Shore Chamber 
of Commerce luncheon. The 
annual presentation highlights 
the work of the city’s depart-
ments over the previous year, 
offers a snapshot of the city’s 
finances and provides a look at 
upcoming projects.

Westlake’s healthy budget 
and strong, diverse tax base allow 
the city to provide a high level of 
service and many community 
improvements. Business incen-
tives entice large companies to 
locate and remain in Westlake.

“We do pride ourselves on 
the relationship we have devel-
oped with the business commu-
nity,” Clough said. “To tell you 
that the city of Westlake contin-
ues to grow is often an under-
statement.”

Thir ty-s ix  businesses 
opened, expanded or relocated 

within Westlake during 2017, 
totaling more than 156,000 
square feet of retail space and 
65,000 square feet of industrial 
space. Commercial and residen-
tial construction combined gen-
erated a total investment in the 
city of more than $100 million 
over the last year.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.
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Westlake Rain & Garden 
Show will explore ways 
to protect watershed

 » See GARDEN SHOW page 2

 » See EXPLORER page 2

Mayor Clough addresses 
the state of Westlake

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough 
speaks to members of the West 
Shore Chamber on March 13.
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by MICHAELA KEKEDY

“Protecting Our Future” 
is this year’s theme for 
the City of Westlake’s 

Rain and Garden Show, which will 
be held at Crocker Park’s Market 
Square on Saturday, March 24, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The event is free 
and open to the public.

“The use of sustainable prac-
tices and conservation throughout 
our watershed helps protect our 
future,” said Robert Kelly, director 
of the Westlake Engineering Depart-
ment. “We bring local vendors and 
organizations together at this fami-
ly-friendly event, appealing to both 
adults and children to make it easier 
to learn how to help keep our local 
waterways clean and sustainable.”

The city of Westlake’s storm 
drainage watershed consists of 
seven major streams and creeks that 
eventually discharge to Lake Erie: 
Cahoon, Porter, Schwartz, Sperry, 
Wilhelmy, Wischmeyer and Wolf. 
These creeks have about 150 miles 
of storm sewers that collect rain 
from developed areas like parking 
lots, roadways and buildings.

“Lake Erie is our sole source 
of drinking water and a vital rec-
reational and economic resource 
for the region,” said Wesley Davis, 
civil engineer for the city’s Engi-
neering Department. “People can 
take simple steps to help minimize 
debris, fertilizers, chemicals and 
other contaminants from entering 
the watershed.”

Explorer Club 360: Visual 
assessment of Porter Creek

Bay Village middle schoolers Caitlyn, Abbie, Addison and Phoebe 
study a Porter Creek watershed map.

Hundreds of Bay High School students participated in the National School Walkout on 
March 14, observing 17 minutes of silent reflection in remembrance of the lives lost in the 
Parkland, Florida, school shooting, and to show their support for other schools that have 
undergone similar tragedies. The walkout was entirely student led and organized. Students 
worked with the school administration which supported the showing of student activism. 
Pictured are Julia Martin, holding a sign, and event organizer Danielle Cooke. See more 
photos of the event by Bay High student photographer Connor Starowesky on page  4.

17 minutes of silence
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Thank you to our 
supportive readers who 

have donated to help 
keep the Observer’s 

presses rolling!

Thank
 You!
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by KAREN UTHE SEMANCIK

Things may have looked a little different 
with no dance and a virtual Homecoming 
Assembly, but the Bay High School Class of 

2021 was still upbeat about Homecoming 2020.
Class officers organized a Spirit Week (from 

tropical shirt day to wearing the Bay Rockets 
pride colors of blue, white and red), and they 
played ‘80s music between classes.

The 2020 Homecoming Court was Queen 
Bridget Dougherty, and attendants Claire Edman 
and Alex Jensen; King Hayden Coffman, and court 
members Peter Appenheimer and Nathan Grace.

Student Council advisor Robert Grossman 
said, “When our Bay High School Student Council 
members learned Homecoming would be different 
this year, they said, ‘No dance, no parade, no prob-
lem ... let’s do what we can.’ And they did, creating a 
Spirit Week and Virtual Homecoming Assembly.” 

Bay High School holds virtual Homecoming
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BHS Homecoming King 
Hayden Coffman.

BHS Homecoming Queen 
Bridget Dougherty.


